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Wales.   To other ports of the world the dis-
tances are as follows:
Wellington to Melbourne, 1,481 miles.
Wellington to San Francisco, 5,905 miles.
Auckland to Honolulu, 3,836 miles.
Auckland to San Francisco, 5,934 miles.
Auckland to Vancouver, 6,235 miles.
Auckland to Panama, 6,593 miles.
The Land. New Zealand may be regarded
as a mountainous country, for an almost
continuous ridge of rugged mountains runs
through the length of hoth large islands.
These range in height from about 5,000 feet
to the peak of Mt. Cook, west of Christ-
church, 12,349 feet high. The range on South
Island is called the Southern Alps. On this
island are many large glaciers, the largest
one, the Tasman, being 18 miles long and a
mile and a half wide. The mountain sides
are generally clad with virgin forests, and the
deeply cut valleys rival in beauty the fiords
of Norway. Access from the east to the west
coast is through the Otira tunnel, 5-V miles
long.
On North Island the general contour is
low hills and tablelands, densely forested.
The highest peaks are volcanic. Of these,
Ngauruhoe (7,515 ft.) alone is active. Mt.
Egrnont (8,250 ft.) is a volcanic cone, snow-
capped, similar to the cone of Fujiyama in
Japan. Others are Tongariro (6,458 ft.),
and Ruapehu (9,175 ft.) the highest. There
are several lakes of volcanic origin, of which
the largest is Lake Taupo, 22 miles in diam-
eter, and of great depth.
New Zealand lies in the path of the cy-
clones that move eastward across the South-
ern Ocean. These moisture-laden winds bring
a heavy rainfall to the western side of the
ranges, the annual rainfall there varying
from 100 to 200 inches per year. As the
wind passes to the eastward it becomes hot
and dry, but often reverses its direction,
bringing rain to the eastern districts.
Nowhere in the islands is the sea more than
sixty miles distant, and frequently its roaring
can be heard many miles inland. The coun-
try is famous for its boiling springs, great
glaciers, geysers that rival those of the Yel-
lowstone, and fiords like those of Norway
and the western coast of Canada.
The coast line of the islands is long—more
than 4,000 miles, but good harbors are few,
those at Auckland and Wellington being the
best.
This section is famous for its thermal
lakes, geysers, and boiling springs, the most
 active being in the Wairakei Valley. This
is the center of the Maori life, where the
Maoris still live largely after their old cus-
toms.
Natural Resources. With mineral wealth
New Zealand is liberally supplied. Coal is
obtained in many parts, and the production
is about $9,000,000 a year; copper has been
worked on a small scale. Gold is also a great
natural resource; it is worked both in North
and South Island, and is produced to the ex-
tent of $6,000,000 a year. Silver, copper,
tin, antimony and manganese are found. Of
the flora, the most characteristic forms are
the ferns, of which there are about 130 dif-
ferent species. In some places these form
almost the only vegetation over immense dis-
tricts. Another characteristic plant, and one
of great economic value, is the flax plant.
The most noted of the forest trees is the
Kauri pine, often 200 feet high, whose tim-
ber is of great value. Other forest trees, of
great usefulness, are the rimu, or red pine,
the totara, the kahikatea. or white pine, and
the rat a. There is probably not an indige-
nous mammal in New Zealand. Rabbits and
pigs were brought in, and now run wild.
Deer have been successfully introduced. The
native birds have largely disappeared, but
there remain some of beautiful plumage.
Among the most notable birds are the tui
and the bell-bird, songsters; the kea, or moun-
tain parrot, a berry-eating bird, which also
attacks sheep in remote stations; and two
varieties of cuckoo. The gigantic wingless
moa is now extinct. The kiwi and weka have
rudimentary wings, but do not fly.
Agriculture. The soil and climate of New
Zealand are well adapted to the production of
every English, and American grain, grass,
fruit and vegetable. In the warmer valleys,
fruits of a semi-tropical character, such as
the pomegranate, citron, orange and olive,
are raised. The largest crops are oats and
wheat; barley is the next largest. Stock
raising, especially sheep grazing, and dairy-
farming are industries of prime importance.
There are about 29,000,000 sheep in the
Dominion, and by far the most important ex-
ports are wool, hides, frozen meat, butter and
cheese.
People and Education. The original na-
tives of New Zealand, called Maoris, are said
to have emigrated from the Navigator's or
the Sandwich Islands centuries ago. Split up
into numerous petty tribes, their numbers

